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An Advent Prayer  

God of love,  
Bless us as we prepare our hearts  

     to celebrate Christmas.  
 

Come, Lord Jesus,  
Bring hope, faith and life to our world.  

 

Dear Jesus,  
You are hope in our messy world.  
This Advent, help us slow down,  

     listen to your voice,  
     and focus on what’s really important.  

We place our hope in you.  
 

Dear Jesus,  
You entered our world on Christmas  

     as the Prince of Peace.  
Fill us with a deep and abiding peace.  

Help us share that peace  
     with everyone we encounter,  

     especially those who need it most.  
 

Dear Jesus,  
Help us focus on you during this busy season.  

May we stay aware of the joy  
     you bring to our lives.  

We want to find you  
     in the everyday moments and  
     come with hearts of gratitude  
     to your manger on Christmas.  

 

Dear Jesus,  
May the light of your love  

     always shine in our hearts.  
As Christmas draws closer,  

     let your love transform every aspect of  
     our lives and touch everyone we encounter.  

Our hearts are open to you, Jesus.  
 

Amen.  
 

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-prayers 

Dear Parishioners of the Heart of Mary Cluster, 

St. Paul began many of his letters to the early 
Christian communities by giving thanks to God and 
also thanks for the people for allowing God’s mes-
sage to take root and grow in and through them.  I feel com-
pelled to do likewise. 

As I reflect upon the past year, I am grateful for the many 
ways that God has been with us, has made himself known to 
us.  First and foremost, He has been present to us in the cele-
bration of the Eucharist.  God has also been present to us in 
the other sacraments as we have witnessed multiple bap-
tisms, celebrated with second graders who received the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation for the first time and a few months 
later received Jesus in their First Communion.  I found it both 
inspiring and hope-filled to witness 62 young people con-
firmed by Archbishop Jackels and to imagine what wonderful 
things God has in store for them as they use the gifts He has 
given them for the good of the world and the Church. 

I am thankful, too, for the many people who give of their 
time, talent and treasure to support the work of the Church 
in Jesus’ name.   Through God’s grace working in all of us, we 
are making and can continue to make a difference in the lives 
of each other, our local communities and beyond.  We do so 
each time we visit the sick, take communion to the home-
bound, comfort the mourning and bury the dead, support 
our Sister Parish in Haiti, donate to the food pantries...the list 
goes on and on. 

Finally, I am thankful for the staff of the Heart of Mary clus-
ter and for the many “hats” they wear in the course of any 
single week, or even day.   I can attest that they are faithful, 
prayerful people who care deeply about our faith communi-
ty.  This year, in addition to our photos and contact infor-
mation, we have included our favorite Scripture passages– 
giving you a glimpse into how we see God at work in our 
lives. 

I hope you will find this report informative.  May it stir up 
within you feelings of gratitude for all the ways that God has 
blessed us and works through us; and may we be inspired to 
persevere in faith and service in Jesus’ name. 

In the peace of Christ, 
Marcia Reilly 
Parish Life Coordinator 
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Food Pantry 
The parishes of Sacred Heart, Walker 
and St. Mary, Urbana each have a 
food pantry on site.  If you or some-
one you know is in need of food, 
please call the parish office, so we can 
connect you with the volunteers who 
meet with our clients.   

 St. Mary, Urbana—Dawn Atkinson 
 Sacred Heart—Connie & Gary Tisl 

Quick Reference Information 

Baptism 
Parents desiring to have their child 
baptized need to be registered mem-
bers of one of our parishes, or provide 
a letter from the pastor of the parish 
where they are registered. 
 

Parents need to attend a baptism class 
to prepare for their child’s baptism.  
The class is held the second Monday 
of the month, rotating between our 
three parishes.  Please call the office 
to register. 
 

Baptisms typically are celebrated dur-
ing Mass per the following schedule: 
 

 1st and 3rd Sundays in Walker & 
Urbana 

 2nd and 4th Sundays in Vinton 
 

Canon law requires the child have one 
confirmed, practicing Catholic as god-
parent.  If there is more than one god-
parent, canon law requires that one of 
the godparents be male and the other 
female. 

Are you or is someone you know  
interested in becoming Catholic?  Or 

are you an adult Catholic who has  
never been confirmed and wishes to 
receive the sacrament?  If so, please 

contact Marcia Reilly. 

Marriage 
Please contact Marcia Reilly at least 6 
months in advance to schedule your 
date and begin preparations.  There is 
a facility fee of $100 for parishioners or 
$300 for non-parishioners. 
Learn more at http://heartofmary.org/
marriage 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Fr. Barta is typically available for the 
sacrament of reconciliation 30 minutes 
before the weekend liturgies in Walker 
and Urbana.  He also hears confessions 
on the second Saturday of the month 
from 3-4 p.m.  Please watch the bulle-
tin or check our website for the sched-
ule.  If none of these options work, 
please call Fr. Barta to arrange a time.   

Hall Rental 
Looking for a place to have your next 
family reunion or to host a birthday 
or graduation party?  You may rent 
the hall at any of our three parishes 
for a fee of $75.  The gathering space 
in Vinton may also be rented.  Call 
the  office to check on availability. 

Anointing of the Sick 
Fr. Barta often anoints those in the 
hospital as well as the homebound.  In 
addition, one weekend each year, we 
offer the Sacrament of Anointing of 
the Sick following Mass for anyone 
with a chronic illness (physical or men-
tal).  Older people may also receive 
the sacrament, even if not ill.  Please 
contact Fr. Barta if you wish to receive 
the sacrament at another time. 

Do you need an annulment for a previ-
ous marriage or do you have questions 
about the process? Call Marcia Reilly 
to learn more or to begin the process. 

In the hospital?  Please let us know!  
If you or a family member are ad-
mitted to the hospital, please let us 
know.  HIPAA laws which govern the 
privacy and security of health infor-
mation prevent hospitals from openly 
sharing patient information.  Fr. Barta 
and Marcia visit parishioners in the 
hospital if they are aware of their stay.   

Prayer lists…  If you or a family mem-
ber wish to be added to the prayer 
list, please call the office to let us 
know.  We MUST have the permission 
of the person to add them to the list, 
or if they are unable to speak for 
themselves, the permission of an im-
mediate family member. 

Religious Education Class times 
(All meet on Wednesday evenings) 

Center Point-Urbana at St. Mary, Urbana 

 K-4th grade:  6:00 pm-7:15 pm 
 5th-8th grade:  7:30 pm-8:45 pm 
 

Vinton-Shellsburg at St. Mary, Vinton  

 K-5th grade: 3:45 pm-5:00 pm 

 6th-12th grade: 6:45 pm-8:00 pm 
 

North Linn at Sacred Heart, Walker 
 K-6th grade: 4:00 pm-5:15 pm 

 7th-12 grade AND CPU High 
School-7:15 pm-8:30pm at Walker 

Thinking about the priesthood or  
religious life?   

Let Fr. Barta or Marcia know and we’ll 
help you get connected to the right 

people to continue your discernment,   
or contact Fr. Nick March, Vocation 

Director for the Archdiocese of Dubu-
que.  Call Fr. Nick 319-540-5610 or 
email him at dbqcvo@dbqarch.org 

Weather cancellations 

Religious Education Classes 

 If school is cancelled or dismissed 
early due to inclement weather, RE 
classes will be cancelled. 

 Announcements will be submitted 
to KCRG, KGAN and KWWL and 
posted on our website 
(heartofmary.org), Facebook page 
and Twitter. 

Mass 

 If Mass is cancelled on a Saturday 
or Sunday due to weather, an-
nouncements will be submitted to 
KCRG, KGAN and KWWL.   An an-
nouncement will also be posted on 
our website and Facebook. 

 Daily Mass-if school is cancelled 
due to weather for the town where 
daily Mass is to be held,  Mass will 
be cancelled.  If school is only de-
layed, Mass will still take place. 

Bookmark our website:   heartofmary.org 

Like us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/Heart-of-Mary-Cluster-
Catholic-Churches 

Follow us on Twitter:  twitter.com/vwuheartofmary 
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Marcia Reilly 

Parish Life Coordinator 

m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

Cell:  319-310-1772 

Fr. Ardel Barta 

Sacramental Priest 

DBQABarta@dbqarch.org 

Cell:  563-581-2760 

Deacon Steve Ford 

Permanent Deacon 

DBQ203D@dbqarch.org 

Home:  319-849-2296 

Allyson Brawner 
Coordinator of Youth (gr. 7-
12) & Young Adult Ministry 
akbrawner.ym@gmail.com 

Office:  319-448-4241 

Jeannie Springer 
Business Manager for Cluster  

and St. Mary, Vinton 
dbq203sec@dbqarch.org 

Office:  319-472-3368 

Nancy Dobney 
Business Manager for St. 
Mary, Urbana and Sacred 

Heart, Walker 
dbq207bm@dbqarch.org 

Office:  319-448-4241 

Christy Blake 
Coordinator of Faith  
Formation (gr. K-6) 

dbq203ff@dbqarch.org 
Office:  319-472-3368 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, “plans for your    
welfare and not for harm.”  Jer 29: 11  

As a young adult, I would often say “If only God would drop down a road 
map so I’d know what I’m supposed to do with my life.”  I wanted a “sign,” 
something obvious. As my prayer life has grown, so has my trust in God.  
He has led me in directions I never dreamed I would go.  I am convinced 
that as long as I stay close to Him, He will continue to reveal a path for-
ward; and it will be a better path than I would ever choose on my own! 

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in  human likeness and being found in human 
form…”  Phil 2:  5-7   

         If I love someone, I must be willing to walk in their shoes. 

"And if you be unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the Riv-
er, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell; but as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord."  Joshua 24:15 

I’ve always liked this one.  I think I like the firm commitment and also as a 
husband and father, I want to help my family see that staying strong in 
and living our Catholic faith is one of the most important things we can 
do. 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”  
Proverbs 3:  5-6 
As I learn to trust God and his wisdom and acknowledge his presence, this 
passage gives me the courage to not lean on my own understanding and 
to allow me to seek to live for God and his blessings in my life. 

Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes 
him dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord?  Now there-
fore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall 
speak.”  Ex 4:  11-12     I came across these verses in college and they 
gave me an immense amount of comfort.  I have trouble speaking and 
would often get anxious that  I would say the wrong thing or stumble 
over my words. Now, every time I'm nervous I try to remind myself that 
as long as I'm open to saying what God wants me to say, he will guide my 
speech.  

“But as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for 
those who love him.’”  1 Cor 2:9 

My mom would often quote this verse.  This has always 
stuck with me, helping me to remember what awaits for 
me...something greater that I can never imagine! 

“Look at the birds in the sky.  They do not sow or reap or gath-
er into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you 
not worth much more than they are?”  (Mt 6: 26) 

At a time in my life when I felt like my world was collapsing 
around me, I was at Mass when this Gospel was read.  Those 
words gave me comfort, courage and reassurance that God 
would be with me and my family through our time of crisis.   
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Pastoral councils consist of laity who, together with the pastor, or in our case, the Parish Life Coordinator, 
are called to envision and plan for the future of the parish as it meets the pastoral needs of the people of 
God.  In Vision 2000, a planning document developed for the Archdiocese of Dubuque, the planning 
role of a parish pastoral council is described as follows: 
 

Planning is critical to the growth and vitality of a parish or cluster of parishes. Having a plan sets 
a forward direction for a parish. It focuses the energies of staff, committees, and volunteers to-
ward common goals, and provides a means of accountability. The parish council has, as one of 
its major functions, the responsibility for planning in the parish. 
 

Responsibilities of pastoral councils include: 
 To listen to and represent the wisdom of parishioners and parish staff as part of the planning process. 

 To determine priorities and develop a plan for both implementing and evaluating them. 
 To develop goals and objectives which further the mission of the parish. 

 To evaluate regularly the goals and objectives of the council and its subgroups. 
 To recommend policies which are supportive of the mission of the parish. 

 To call forth the gifts of individuals and groups/committees in the parish to carry out its mission. 
 

The parish pastoral council is an advisory body to the pastor/parish life coordinator. 
 

Registered members of the parish who are baptized, confirmed and practicing Catholics in good standing 
with the Church are eligible to serve on the pastoral council.    

Parish Leadership 

St. Mary, Vinton Pastoral Council Members 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date 

Cindy Forsyth Chair cindy.forsyth30@gmail.com 6/30/2019 

Melissa Tandy Vice-chair mtandy92@gmail.com 6/30/2020 

Margie Ortgiesen Secretary mortgy@aol.com 6/30/2019 

Rhonda Happel  Rhonda_Happel@hotmail.com 6/30/2020 

John Kemp  jjkemp70@msn.com 6/30/2018 

Jim Mott  jmmott@fmtcs.com 6/30/2020 

Danise Shannon  eija5393@gmail.com 6/30/2018 

Kathy Van Steenhuyse  kvskcc@gmail.com 6/30/2018 

Jeannie Springer Business Manager dbq203sec@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA 

Mass Times: 
Sunday  - 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 
 

Adoration: 
Tuesdays following 8:30 
Mass until 8 p.m.  (until 1 
p.m. during winter 
months) 
Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 
    8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. 
Friday  
    8:30 a.m.-Noon 

2017-2018 Council Members:  Front:  Cindy Forsyth, Danise 
Shannon, Margie Ortgiesen, Jim Mott; Back:  Kathy Van Steen-
huyse, Marcia Reilly, Rhonda Happel, Melissa Tandy, John Kemp 

St. Mary, Vinton was founded in 1878.  The present  church 
was completed and dedicated in 1968.  The addition of the 
gathering space was completed and dedicated in 2013. 
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St. Mary, Urbana Pastoral Council Members 

Mass Times: 
Sunday  - 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday - 8:30 a.m. 
 

Adoration: 
Tuesday -  
       9 a.m.-10 a.m. 

Office Hours: 
Wed.  8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
 

(Please see office hours 
in Walker for the other 

days of the week) 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date 

Al Buck Chair abuck@solumlangarchitects.com 6/30/2019 

Todd Peterson Vice-Chair toddamber_peterson@msn.com 6/30/2019 

Vicki Ramsey Secretary rvramsey@q.com 6/30/2018 

Annie Brustkern  abrustkern@hotmail.com 6/30/2020 

Ellen Herman  Ellen.herman@fmtcs.com 6/30/2019 

Jason Jaquette  jasonphi448@yahoo.com 6/30/2020 

Nancy Dobney Business Manager dbq207bm@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA 

Sacred Heart, Walker Pastoral Council Members 

2017-2018  

Council Members: 

Marcia Reilly, Barry Hatch,     

Brenda Dorothy, Kerry Peyton, Al 

Krob, Janet Weekly.   

Not pictured: Dave Beuter, Nancy 

Dobney 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date 

Al Krob Chair alkrob@dybb.com 6/30/2019 

Dave Beuter Vice-Chair dave.beuter@linncounty.org 6/30/2020 

Kerry Peyton Secretary kerry0120@aol.com 6/30/2018 

Brenda Dorothy  bmlansing7@aol.com 6/30/2020 

Barry Hatch  bhatch0045@yahoo.com 6/30/2018 

Janet Weekly  janet@traveladvisorscr.com     6/30/2019 

Nancy Dobney Business Manager dbq207bm@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA 

Mass Times: 

Saturday  - 5:15 p.m. 

Thursday - 8:30 a.m. 

Office Hours: 
  Mon., Tues, Thurs.: 
      8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. 
  Friday: 
      8:30 a.m.-Noon 
(Staff in Urbana on Wed.) 

2017-2018 Council 
Members 

Pictured:  Marcia Reilly, 
Al Buck, Ellen Herman, 
Todd Peterson, Annie 

Brustkern, Jason       
Jaquette.  Not pictured:  

Vicki Ramsey, Nancy 
Dobney 

St. Mary, Urbana was  
founded in 1872.  The 

current church was built 
and dedicated in 1969. 

Sacred Heart was founded in 
1885 and the church was built in 
1887.  The current parish center 
was completed in 1985. 
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Faith Formation 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date Parish 

Diane Midcalf Chair dmidcalf@gmail.com 6/30/2020 SHW 

Kathy Mossman Vice-chair prekate1@gmail.com 6/30/2020 SMV 

Mary Magill Secretary crmmam@fmtcs.com 6/30/2020 SMU 

Kate Ware  kateware@fmscr.org 6/30/2018 SHW 

Matt Kingsbury  matt.kingsbury@vscsd.org 6/30/2018 SMV 

Paulette Hearn  pmhearn@gmail.com 6/30/2018 SMU 

Dennis Dorothy  bmlansing7@aol.com 6/30/2019 SHW 

Sheila Medvedjevs  smedvedjevs@gmail.com 6/30/2019 SMV 

Laurie Plante  lplante@theghoshcenter.org 6/30/2019 SMU 

Christy Blake — Coordinator of Faith Formation dbq203ff@dbqarch.org NA 

Allyson Brawner — Coordinator of Youth & Young Adult Ministry akbrawner.ym@gmail.com NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA — 

 

The Faith Formation Commission (FFC) is one of six stand-
ing committees of the pastoral council.  The purpose of 
the FFC is to develop and oversee a comprehensive cate-
chetical plan for the parish/cluster to provide for the life-
long faith formation and catechesis of all its members.   

In other words, faith formation is, or should be, about 
much more than the religious education of our youth.   

The religious education of our youth is very important 
and we invest a substantial portion of our resources to 
provide for the formation of our youth.   However, we 
know that if the education and formation we provide in 
our parishes is not reinforced and nurtured in the  home, 
there is an increased likelihood that the seeds we plant 
will not have strong enough roots to survive when our 
young people go out into the world.  (Mt 13:1-9) 

As adults, we also need to continue to grow in the 
knowledge and understanding of our faith so that we will 
be equipped to pass it on to future generations.  

Earlier this year, six parishioners from the Heart of 
Mary cluster completed IMPACT, a two year lay for-
mation program offered through the Archdiocese in 
cooperation with Loras College.  They were recognized 
at a Mass celebrated on Sat., May 6th at St. Mary, Wa-
verly by Archbishop Michael Jackels.  Pictured above 
are Diane Bowers, Laurie Plante, Nancy Dobney, Arch-
bishop Jackels, Brad Allyn and Rhonda Happel.  Not 
pictured:  Rich Plante. 

Nine parishioners from our cluster began IMPACT this 
fall at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish in Hiawatha.  They 
include:  Christy Blake, Ellen Herman, Dave Janssen, 
Jenny Janssen, Kathy Mossman, Jessica Ollinger, Vicki 
Ramsey, David Weber and Patty Weber.  

Check it out!  FORMED.org 

Our cluster subscribes to FORMED, an on-line program that 
offers access to a wealth of informative and entertaining 
Catholic audio talks, eBooks, movies, documentaries and 
video-based study programs from solid, reputable Catholic 
sources.  It’s been called the Catholic version of Netflix!  
And now they have an app so you can access the content 
on the go!  To learn more, go to formed.org and enter our 
parish code:  JK6HNM 

Some of what’s been happening in Faith Formation… 
 In the 2015-16 school year, 446 students were   en-

rolled in our religious education program 
 Sixty-two young people from Sacred Heart and St. 

Mary, Urbana were confirmed by Archbishop Jackels 
in March 

 Richard Tuttle (Urbana) was baptized, confirmed 
and received his first Eucharist in November. 

 Mark Wilberg and Bill Ortgiesen, both of Vinton, 
were received into the Catholic Church in September 
and January, respectively. 

 Dr. Dave Cochran spoke to parishioners from across 
the cluster on the topic “Catholic Voters and Voting 
Catholic” in October. 

 During Lent, Dr. Kate Wiskus spoke to us on “The 
Abundance of Faith Lived.” 

 Thirty-six young people received their First Holy 
Communion 
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Liturgy 

The liturgy committee assists Fr. Barta and Marcia 
Reilly in facilitating the communal prayer of the com-
munity with the celebration of Eucharist as the 
source and summit of our Christian life.   The purpose 
of the liturgy committee is to nourish and give direc-
tion to the liturgical worship of our parishes, includ-
ing the elements of spirituality, music, environment, 
liturgical ministers and attention to liturgical norms.   

Name Parish E-mail 

Ruth Dolan SHW rdolan@cpuschools.org 

Monica Funk* SMV monicafunk1971@gmail.com 

Betty Gottschalk SHW lbgotts@windstream.net 

Rhonda Happel SMV rhonda_happel@hotmail.com 

Paulette Hearn SMU pmhearn@gmail.com 

Sue Keller SMV skeller0117@gmail.com 

Dan Mensen SMU dmmensen@gmail.com 

Laurie Plante SMU lplante@theghoshcenter.org 

Peggy Weideman* SMV weidemando@mchsi.com 

Kathy Wessling* SMV iowaland@mebbs.com 

Nancy Dobney — dbq207bm@dbqarch.org 

Fr. Barta — dbqabarta@dbqarch.org 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

Liturgy Committee Members 

*Musicians from SMV rotate attendance at our meetings. 

In addition to serving at Mass, 
many of our extraordinary minis-
ters of Holy Communion take 
communion to those who are un-
able to join us for Mass.  Parish-
ioners  from St. Mary , Vinton take 

communion each weekend to residents at the Lutheran 
Home, Windsor Manor, Virginia Gay Annex, Rockridge 
Care Center, Cedar Valley Ranch and other homebound 
parishioners.  Twenty-eight parishioners are involved in 
this ministry.  Amazing!!   

There are also parishioners from St. Mary, Urbana and 
Sacred Heart who take communion to the homebound 
and hospitalized on an as-needed basis.   

If you’d like to get involved in this ministry, please let  
Marcia or Fr. Barta know.   Training is required and you 
will also need to be commissioned by Fr. Barta.   

It helps to have additional people to call upon when 
people are on vacation, etc.  Thanks to all who serve!   

Liturgy is "the participation of the People of God in 'the 
work of God'"; It is the "exercise of the priestly office of 
Jesus" in which God is worshiped and adored and peo-
ple are made holy. God begins the work of sanctifying 
people in time and space and brings that work to com-
pletion. Those who respond to God in worship and in 
service are given the privilege of becoming co-workers 
in the divine plan.  

-Built of Living Stones:  Art, Architecture and Worship 
Guidelines of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

A quote often attributed to St. Augustine is “To sing is to 
pray twice.”  We are very grateful for the musicians and 
choir members in our parishes.  Beautiful music  adds to 
our celebration of the Mass.   Our choirs are always 
open to new members!  Do you know how to play the 
piano or organ or  another instrument that would add 
to our worship?  If so, please let us know! 
We know we have many young people in our congre-
gation who are active in the music department at their 
school.  We would love to have them share their tal-
ents with us!   

...readers, extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion, Mass servers, ministers of 
hospitality… 
If you are unable to serve when you are 
scheduled, please find someone to take 

your place.  Also, when you are scheduled, please arrive at 
least 10-15 minutes before Mass is scheduled to begin.   
When there is something “extra” going on at Mass, this 
gives us an opportunity to go over any special instructions 
with the liturgical ministers.  If you are not there 10 
minutes prior to the start of Mass, we will begin to look 
for someone to take your place.   

Year 
Total            

Parishioners 
Avg Weekend 

Attendance 
Avg. Weekend 

Percentage 

2011 2374 719 30.3% 

2012 2396 731 30.5% 

2013 2408 724 30.1% 

2014 2364 667 28.2% 

2015 2300 640 27.8% 

2016 2199 636 28.9% 

October Count 
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Social Justice 

As an expression of gratitude for all that God has done for us, the parishes of the Heart of Mary cluster tithe 3% of what 
is received for adult budget, holy days, Christmas and Easter collections and share it with others in need.  Drawing from 
Sacred Scripture, this practice is known as “First Fruits.”  The Social Justice committee has the responsibility to evaluate 
the many needs and decide how 2/3 of the First Fruits monies will be distributed.  The committee allocates funds to 
local, national and international causes.  The remaining 1/3 is held and distributed by the parish pastoral councils to 
respond to individual needs within our local communities on a case by case basis.  

In addition to the allocation of monies from our collection, parishioners donated an additional $1,185 to special pro-
jects sponsored by the Social Justice Committee.  In total, last year we were able to make an $8,900 impact locally and 
across the country.   Please see chart below. 

Special projects:   

Thanksgiving Food Drive  $       1,157  Provided 59 food boxes to local families 

Hats, gloves and mittens  $          643  Donated items to our three local school districts 

Gifts to non-profit organizations   

Camp Courageous  $       1,000  Respite care & recreational facility for individuals with disabilities 

Haiti  $          500  Assist with education and other needs of our sister parish 

Catholic Charities  $          500  Counseling, jail & prison ministry, refugee resettlement, disaster aid 

John Paull II Medical Research  $          250  Support ethical research for treatments & cures using adults stem cells 

Wesley United Methodist-Vinton  $          100  Diaper depot ministry 

Iowa Mission of Mercy  $       1,000  2 day clinic provides free care to those who cannot afford dental services 

Birthright  $          250  Counseling & other assistance to women facing an unplanned pregnancy 

Catholic Worker House  $          500  Food and shelter for homeless and others in need 

Catherine McAuley Center  $          500  Transitional housing for women and basic education for adults 

American Gateways  $          250  Free or low-cost Legal services to those in need, particularly immigrants 

Catholic Charities  $          500  Specified for Refugee Resettlement 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters  $          500  Support children with strong, professionally supported adult mentors 

St. Mary, Vinton cemetery  $          250   

St. Mary, Urbana cemetery  $          250    

Sacred Heart, Walker cemetery  $          250   

Willis Dady  $          500  Provides shelter & other support to homeless and veterans 

  $       8,900   

Name Parish E-mail 

Trish Peebles, Chair SMU tpeebles@fmtcs.com 

Angie Buck, Secretary SMU angiem.buck@gmail.com 

Dawn Atkinson SMU datkinson@fmtcs.com 

Alice & Dick Franck SHW benstrees11@gmail.com 

Connie & Bud Miller SHW bcamillertime@dybb.com 

Paul Scheiner SMV redbird712@gmail.com 

Connie Ternus SMV tntfarms@aol.com 

Leo Wobeter SMV lljjj@hotmail.com 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

Social Justice Committee Members The purpose of the Social Justice Committee is... 
1. To continue the ministry of Jesus by service to marginalized 

persons and persons with special needs 
2. To coordinate programs which will promote justice and 

charity in full measure to all of God’s children 
3. To provide opportunities for parishioners to respond to the 

social needs of today. 

The people in the Heart of Mary cluster continue to respond 
generously to the needs of others, both locally and around the 
world as you can see by the pictures below. 

Christine Kelchen 
(front right) and 
Leo Wobeter 
(back left) were 
part of the team 
that went to our 
Sister Parish in 
Haiti in January 

Parishioners 
from across the 
cluster and 
neighboring 
churches pack-

aged over 
30,000 meals 
with Meals 
for the 
Heartland 

13 students took part in 
a 24 hour Food Fast and 

volunteered at Metro 
Catholic Outreach 
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Stewardship 

 

“What are you looking for?” 

This is the question that Jesus posed to the first disciples 
who left John the Baptist to follow Him.  (Jn 1: 35-42) 

It is a question that we might take to prayer and imagine 
Jesus asking us too.   

It is also the question that members of the Stewardship 
(aka Discipleship) committee spent several months asking 
parishioners from across the cluster.   

The committee talked to parishioners of a variety of ages 
and states in life.  The responses were very similar.   

Overwhelmingly we heard that people desire to feel more 
deeply connected to others in their faith community; and 
they wish to learn more about their faith.  In some cases, 
the parishioners have reached out to others and are gath-
ering to share faith with one another.   

Talk about the Spirit at work in our midst!!! 

Discipleship Committee Members 

Name Parish E-mail 

Nick Weber, Chair SMV pnnweber@netins.net 

Diane Bowers SHW diane.bowers@windstream.com 

Rhonda Happel SMV rhonda_happel@hotmail.com 

Ellen Herman SMU Ellen.herman@fmtcs.com 

Vicki Ramsey SMU rvramsey@q.com 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

The role of the Stewardship/Discipleship committee is to 
encourage parishioners to exercise stewardship as an 
expression of gratitude to God and as a way of life for 
disciples of Christ.  Among the functions of this com-
mittee are the following: 
-To foster a sense of belonging to and ownership of the 
parish 
-To assist with evangelization efforts 
-To encourage all to center themselves in prayer, espe-
cially prayer of gratitude 
-To educate the parish/cluster about stewardship 
-To work with the staff and other committees to assess 
the ministry needs of the parish/cluster 
-To assist in drawing forth the stewardship of time, talent 
and treasure from all parishioners. 

“Stewardship is a way of life that Jesus taught to his dis-
ciples by his words and example.  It acknowledges that 
we do not own anything.  Everything-who we are, what 
we have, and what we can do - is on loan from God.  All 
is entrusted by God to us for our management or admin-
istration; hence the name stewardship.    We are grate-
ful to God that we are trusted to serve as caretakers.   
And we manage God’s property according to God’s good 
pleasure:   
 To provide for ourselves and our dependents what is 

needed to live in human dignity. 
 To share with the Church for its mission, and with 

people who cannot provide for or protect them-
selves. 

Archbishop Michael Jackels has identified 
the following four mission priorities for the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque. 
 

1. Strengthening programs for on-going education in 
the faith. 

2. Enhancing the Sunday assembly for Holy Mass. 
3. Teaching stewardship as a way of life. 
4. Promoting vocations in general, and priesthood in 

particular. 
What does it mean to “teach stewardship as a way of 
life”?  Archbishop Jackels had this to say... 

 In the Archdiocese of Dubuque, there is currently an initi-
ative known as “Moving with Mission” designed to fur-
ther the mission of Jesus Christ: 

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.  
Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.  And, 
behold, I am with you always until the end of the 
age.”  (Mt 28:  19-20) 

To be a disciple of Jesus and to help form other disciples, 
we need to continue to grow in our relationship with 
Him.  We do that when we come to Mass and hear His 
word, remember His sacrifice for us and receive Him in 
the Eucharist.  We also can come to know Him better 
when we spend time in private prayer, perhaps in His 
presence at Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  There 
are other ways too! 

On the website for the Archdiocese, it is written:  “Small 
faith sharing groups have proven to be the most effec-
tive way to form community where members can bring 
faith to life.” 

Thus, the Discipleship committee is in the process of 
launching a small group initiative in our cluster.  Many 
parishioners have already expressed interest in being 
part of a small group!  Now, we’re trying to find/match 
facilitators and participants.  It’s a very exciting time!!! 

If you’re interested in being part of a small group and 
have not already completed a survey to let us know 
when you’re available and topics of interest, you can do 
so on-line at http://heartofmary.org/small-groups. 
If you would be willing to facilitate a small group, 
please contact a committee member listed above. 
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Finance 

The finance council serves as an advisory body to the 
pastor/parish life coordinator regarding the admin-
istration and stewardship of human resources, parish 
facilities, and parish finances, including the annual 
budget. 
 
 

Members of the finance council are appointed by the 
pastor/parish life coordinator and should be knowl-
edgeable of and interested in fields of administration 
and finance including, but not limited to, areas such as 
fund-raising, financial planning, building maintenance, 
construction, human resources and stewardship. 

Name Parish E-mail 

Monica Funk SMV monicafunk1971@gmail.com 

Kelly Allsup SMV rkallsup@gmail.com 

Steve Steinhoff SMV pete50b@hotmail.com 

Dave Kelty SMU dkelty@fmtcs.com 

Wendy Willenbring SMU dougandwendy@fmtcs.com 

Chris Overturf SMU coverturf@lattaharris.com 

Deb Michael SHW sdmichael@iowatelecom.net 

Kim Vine SHW kvine@tld-inc.com 

Jeff Boss SHW jjetboss@yahoo.com 

Nancy Dobney — dbq207bm@dbqarch.org 

Jeannie Springer — dbq203sec@dbqarch.org 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

Finance Council Members 

 

The table on the left breaks down the amount parishioners across all 3 parish-
es gave in the 2016-17 fiscal year for the following:  adult budget, holy day, 
Christmas and Easter collections.   
 

In last year’s annual report, we shared... 
In order to help us  to continue to live out our mission and to meet some 
very practical needs such as paying utilities, maintaining our facilities and 
paying our staff a just and living wage, we ask that those who have not pre-
viously supported their parish financially to prayerfully consider doing so.  For 
those who are already tithing, would you be able to increase your tithe by 
0.5% (half of 1%)? For example, if your family has income of $30,000 and you 
have not been tithing, could you begin to tithe 1/2% or $150/year?  (30,000 
x .005)  If you have income of $50,000 and have been tithing 1%, or $500/
year, can you increase your tithe to $750? 

And you responded! 
226 households increased their contributions in the 2016-17 fiscal year 
35 households (not counting new members) who did not give in the prior 
fiscal year, gave in 2016-17 
Although there were some households who were unable to increase and oth-
ers who donated in prior years, but could not this past year - we saw an over-
all increase in giving of 4.7%.   Thank you, thank you!!! 

Heart of Mary  

Amount Given 
# of Envelope 

Holders 
Total           
Given 

Percentage    
of Envelope 

Holders 

Percentage   
of                   

Contributions 
$0.00  317  $              -    39.33% 0.00% 

$0.01 - $75.00 66  $    2,212  8.19% 0.53% 

$75.01 - $300.00 114  $  21,008  14.14% 4.99% 

$300.01 - $500.00 65  $  26,391  8.06% 6.27% 
$500.01 - $1,000.00 102  $  78,175 12.66% 18.56% 

$1,000.01 - $2,500.00 112  $ 168,827  13.90% 40.08% 

$2,500.01 - $5,000.00 22  $  76,050 2.73% 18.05% 

Over $5,000.00 8  $  45,980 0.99% 10.92% 

Non-members N/A  $    2,582 N/A 0.61% 

 806  $  421,225  100.00% 100.00% 

Please join us in thanking Alan  
Michael, SMV, for 10+ years of ser-
vice on the Finance Council! We are 
very grateful for the leadership and 
knowledge he provided! 

“How is it that we often don’t seem to 
meet the ‘weekly need’ published in the 
bulletin but seem to be ok at the end of 
the year?” 

When we set the budget, we hold ex-
penses as steady as possible since we 
do not generally see large increases in 
giving from year to year.  Of course, 
this means that some of the programs 
or resources we would like to offer, or 
that parishioners ask for, can’t happen.   
There are some line items that we esti-
mate based on highest expense 
incurred over the last several 
years—specifically heating and 
contract labor for snow removal.   

Fortunately, the last few years 
we have not had long, extend-
ed periods of bitter cold...and 
last winter’s low snow fall 

amounts were a blessing to the check-
book and helped us stay on budget 
overall.  (Our ‘luck’ in this area could 
run out at any time…) 
Finally, sometimes we include an item 
in the budget, but have to postpone 
the expense or find another way to 
fund it.  For example, in Vinton we 
budget for the interest on debt to 
come from the general collection, in 
addition to debt payment of $18,000/
year.  We’ve been able to make the 
debt payment, but have had to pay the 
interest from the LOWTF account.  
We’d like to use the LOWTF funds 
strictly for debt reduction, not interest. 



 11 

Parish/Cluster statistics 
For the Year  

Ended: 6/30/2015 6/30/2016 6/30/2017 

 St. Mary, Vinton 

Total Members 758 759 783 

# of Households 301 305 308 

Baptisms 8 11 13 

Marriages 2 3 2 

First Eucharist 8 17 7 

Confirmation 1 26 0 

Deaths 7 9 14 

 St. Mary, Urbana 

Total Members 875 864 886 

# of Households 288 287 290 

Baptisms 16 6 12 

Marriages 1 1 3 

First Eucharist 15 14 21 

Confirmation 29 2 38 

Deaths 3 5 4 

 Sacred Heart, Walker 

Total Members 667 576 593 
# of Households 217 206 208 

Baptisms 1 6 5 

Marriages 1 0 0 

First Eucharist 11 12 8 

Confirmation 21 0 24 

Deaths 4 6 1 

 Heart of Mary  

Total Members 2300 2199 2262 

# of Households 806 798 806 

Baptisms 25 23 30 

Marriages 4 4 5 
First Eucharist 34 43 36 

Confirmation 51 28 62 

Deaths 14 20 19 

First Eucharist in the 
Heart of Mary Cluster 

Front:  Allison Arnold, Jersi 
Boddicker, Ally Lopata; Middle:  
Lucas Lopata, Will Sommerfelt, 
Logan Miller, Mack Arnold; 
Back:  Marcia Reilly, PLC; Alexis 
Krob, Classroom Aide; Diane 
Bowers, Catechist; Fr. Barta 

Front:  Adrina Lynch, Kara 
Rollinger, Eleanor Moen 
Back:  Caleb Coder, Egan 
Johnson, Jackson McLaughlin, 
Zander Weber 

Front:  Emily Goebel, 
Camryn Spore, Grace 
DeSmet, Addison Rodri-
guez, Joshua Rieck, 
Brynley Havel  Back:  
Mallery Staggs, Danta 
Steel, Adalee Klein, 
Mackenzie Burke 

Front:  Bella Edler, Ellie Schellhorn, Drew Foltz, Chloe Etringer, Lilly      
Collingwood, Callie Nosbisch, Cash Peterson  Back:  Daniel Small, Emersyn 
Matthiesen, Jenna Small, Elizabeth Hamer, Henry Buck 

Back Row: Dcn Steve Ford, Mitchell Rawson, Ryan Miller, Blake McGraw, Dalton Hite, Cody Westcott, Austin Pfiefer, Trevor Zitter-
gruen, Alex Grawe, Carter Johnson, Jack Anstoetter; 2nd row:  Kolton Brandt, Gregory Ward, Riley Tubandt, Trey Koppedryer, Lo-
gan Peterson, Macintyre Whitney, Jakalyn Frasher, Sean Bauer, Allison Wooldridge, Emma Ware, Connor Petsche, Brooklyn Peter-
son ; 3rd row:  Marcia Reilly (PLC), Kyle Franck, Blake Thomas, Carter Crabtree, Kolton Keller, Hannah Kress, Quinton Rechkemmer, 
Patrick Conway, Cade Schnepp, Dylan Knudtson, Jacob Metzen, Sara Stephens, Alana Hromidko, Alexis Folkers, Faith Dobney, Gina 
Bawek, Fr. Barta, Archbishop Michael Jackels; 4th row: Hannah Tobin, Lauren Whitney, Madelynn Mayer, Sydney Woods, 
Madreann Dillon, Haleigh Mathews, Emily Lampe, Jessica Grundmeyer, Maria Vine, Alexa Coller; Front Row:  Tyson Helms, Michael 
Pfeiffer, Madison Kurt, Jordan Van Vors, Olivia Brecht, Jenna Casey, Seth Boss, Trevor Cherry, Sydney Boevers, Emily Droste, Brady 
Tubandt, Wyatt Peterson, Savannah Hatch, Madison Pfeiffer, Austin West, Matthew Niec  

Confirmation  

for Sacred 

Heart, Walker 

and St. Mary, 

Urbana 
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Cemetery Balances as of June 30, 2017 

    

  Sacred Heart  St. Mary St. Mary 

  Walker  Urbana Vinton 
Operating 
Account  $          4,982      $         19,221   $           3,681 
Savings 
Account  $          2,400       $           3,072        $           7,559 
Perpetual 
Care Fund  $        33,664  $         90,625  $         11,857 

    

Directors Mike Krob Dennis Zieser Dave Pladsen 

 Bud Miller Monica Zieser Joe Wood 

Lighting Our Way to Faith 
St. Mary Vinton Capital Campaign Update 

As of June 30, 2017 
 

Project Costs Incurred:          $1.3 million 
Total Pledged to date:             $1,010,865 
Pledges Received to date:  $907,643 
Pledges to be Collected  $103,222 
 

Principal Amount Borrowed  $850,000 
Principal Amount Paid to date    $466,000 
Outstanding debt  - 6/30/2017 $384,000 
Interest Paid to date   $  38,491 
Note Due Date :       July 2023 - 10 years from last draw 
 

Additional Amount Needed Over & Above Pledges still to 
be collected * 
 

*This does NOT take into account interest expense.   
Interest rate:  1.5%; subject to change on 30 days notice  
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Heart of Mary Cluster 

The Parishes of St. Mary, Urbana; Sacred 

Heart, Walker; and St. Mary, Vinton 

PO Box 116  

Walker, IA  52352 
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Walker, IA  52352 

The Heart of Mary Cluster, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provides a welcoming faith community  
in which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ  by the way we live,  

by our worship together and in serving others. 

We hope you and your family will join us to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Please note that with the 4th Sunday of Advent falling on Dec. 24th, our Mass schedule has changed. 

Weekend Schedule ~ 4th Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, Dec. 23, 2017 

5:15 pm Sacred Heart, Walker 

Sunday, Dec. 24, 2017 

8:30 am St. Mary, Urbana  

9:00 am* St. Mary, Vinton  

*Note the change in time for this Sunday only! 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve Mass, Sunday, Dec. 24, 2017 

4:00 pm St. Mary, Vinton  

  5:00 pm** St. Mary, Urbana 

**Note the change in Mass time from prior years 
 

Christmas Day Mass, Monday, Dec. 25, 2017 

8:00 am Sacred Heart, Walker 

10:00 am St. Mary, Urbana 


